Round 2 - June 16, 2017 U.S. Open Course Setup Notes from Mike Davis and Jeff Hall

Weather

Here is the 5 a.m. forecast from Thor Guard Chief Meteorologist Jake Swick:

Luck has been our side again overnight as we had some showers and storms get to about 10 miles from Erin Hills,
but officially no rainfall on-site last night! Some of the short-range models suggest we are not completely out of
the woods yet this morning with a small/brief 40% chance of a shower/storm through 7 AM, but radar right now
looks good so we are going to leave things at a 20% chance pretty much all day since we seem to be in between a
lot of areas of weather. In fact, our more realistic 40% chance of a shower or storm this afternoon is trending
back toward 7 PM and beyond into tonight as we are once again going to see a lot of action on radar, but Erin
Hills is just not the center of the bullseye. Highs today will be back in the 80s with dewpoints in the

60s. Southwest winds will be a little breezier, a little earlier this morning than yesterday, however overall the
wind speed today will top out in the 9-18 mph range midday like yesterday before tapering down later in the day.

Saturday is kind of like today in the respect that we have a chance of showers and storms most, if not all, of the
day. The wave of moisture for late today and tonight should have the worst of the weather like last night to our
south and west. Then more action should develop by lunchtime Saturday and into the afternoon hours across
portions of Wisconsin. That is why we are forecasting a 40% chance of showers and storms for a good chunk of
Saturday because there are multiple areas of weather we'll be watching/trying to dodge. And all this comes in
advance of the cold front set to sweep through Erin Hills Saturday night. At this time, we'll remain optimistic and
hold off on going up to a 60% until just after 7 PM on Saturday, but this situation will bear watching as we could
see more widespread activity develop before 7 PM. Temps should still be warm for one last day on Saturday and
the latest indications are that the southwest wind for Saturday may be dropping down a notch maybe only
reaching the 8-16 mph range midday rather than 9-18 mph like today and yesterday.

Sunday's wind forecast continues to be the strongest day for the championship rounds as west and northwest
winds will likely be sustained around 15 mph with gusts of 25 mph or so. It will also be cooler on Sunday with
temps closer to their average high around 76. There will be some clouds that mix with our sunshine on Sunday as
well behind the cold front and an instability shower or a few sprinkles cannot be ruled out early to mid afternoon
(hence the 40% chance of a shower in the attached forecast).




Setup
Specific
s

We had another dry night so firmness is beginning to improve. We did hand-water in very specific areas for turf
health reasons. This morning greens were double-cut and rolled and, on average, achieved Stimpmeter readings
in the low 13’s immediately after the preparation. We anticipate speeds settling out in the upper 12’s by the
afternoon.

Hole

Par

Yardage

597

Play will be from the 608 tee. The tee shot, as well as the second shot, will be into today’s predominantly
southwest wind. Players who lay up will be faced with a third shot with a right-to-left crosswind. Today’s front-
right hole location (5-6RL) is located near the bottom of a pronounced mound that occupies the front right of the
putting green. Putts from hole-high left will be back up the hill, but a miss right of the green will present a
challenging recovery.

360

The second hole will play with a left-to-right and hurting cross breeze. We will play from the back left 361 tee
today, which visually obscures the drive zone. It is approximately a 285-yard carry over the fairway bunker
complex for players trying to drive it up around the putting green. Today’s middle-left hole location (14-3L) is
fairly accessible. Putts from the right of this hole location will be subtly downhill.

515

This very solid par 4 will play with a left-to-right crosswind that is slightly hurting. We are again using the back
tee. Tee shots played out to the right side of the fairway will likely funnel a good ways to the lower left portion of
the fairway. Today’s back-left hole location (22-7L) is on the upper shelf. The spine that bisects the back portion
of this green will have a significant impact on putts from hole-high right as well as shots that come to rest over
the green.

456

This relatively short par 4 features one of the tighter drive zones at Erin Hills. The southwest breeze will be a left-
to-right crosswind. Today’s back-center hole location (23-12R) is visually behind the front-center greenside
bunker and sits on a plateau at the back portion of this green. This hole location affords somewhat of an infinity
look from the drive zone. A ball that trundles over the putting green and reaches the closely mown area is likely
to run down the hill and finish in the mown rough, presenting a difficult recovery.

498

The par-4 fifth hole will play with a slightly helping, right-to-left southwest breeze. Tee shots must finish in the
left half of the fairway in order to have the best view of the flagstick. Balls in the right portion of the fairway will
potentially leave players with a blind second shot. Today’s hole location (10-12L) is well protected by the front
bunker.

249

The sixth hole will be the longest par 3 for the second round. It will play with a slightly helping, right-to-left
breeze. The hole location today (38-10L) will be more accessible than yesterday’s hole location but the tees are
located further right making for a more challenging angle of play. The deepest green on the golf course is




surrounded by an expansive closely mown area which should offer players choices in the recovery shots should
they miss the green. The sixth was the most difficult hole in Round 1.

578

This hole will play with a left-to-right breeze that will be slightly against the player. The tees are located on the
576 tee (third teeing ground up) and the fairway at the seventh is one of the narrower on the course from the
drive zone all the way through to the putting green. It is also one of the more strategically bunkered holes on the
course. A very accessible middle-right (25-14R) hole location is featured today, and with the tees moved forward,
some players may try to get to the green with their second shot. Putting to today’s hole location from left or
behind it can present some challenges as it is downhill and will also be down-breeze. This hole location may also
bring the steep, closely mown area front right of this green into play, especially if players attempt to play their
second shot to the green.

487

One of only a few doglegs on the golf course, the tee shot at hole 8 will play primarily down-breeze and slightly
from the right. The second shot will also be down-breeze, making the approach to today's hole location (8-16R)
behind the front-left bunker difficult to access. Players will be able to use the large slope on the back center of
this green as a backstop to help feed the ball to this hole location.

153

We will be using the penultimate of the left-hand tees and the southwest breeze will be against and slightly right
to left. Today's hole location (29-7L) is positioned on the back portion of the narrow shelf that runs the length of
this green. The green slopes from front to back on the left side, but the bowl in the right portion of this green can
readily catch a tee shot that it is slightly off-line and funnel it off the green into the closely mown surround. A
miss long or left will leave a difficult recovery.

10

525

The 10th hole will play from the back tee today given the helping southwest breeze. This fairway is the widest
fairway at Erin Hills. The hole location (13-8R) is on the back portion of the upper shelf but the closely mown area
behind this hole location can be used as a backstop.

11

468

The blind tee shot at the 11th hole will be played back into the southwest breeze. The second shot will feature
more of a right-to-left crosswind. Today's back-left hole location (21-9L) should result in many uphill birdie
chances, but a ball that finishes left or beyond this hole will result in a very fast putt.

12

437

We are again using the forward 434 tee at the 12th hole because it plays directly into the southwest wind. Today’s
hole location (14-7R) is in the middle-right portion of this narrow green. Balls that finish short of this hole will
result in a very manageable uphill putt, but if a player gets his ball beyond this hole location, he will be faced
with a quick putt. This is one hole where we could see greenside recovery shots from the mown rough and maybe
even the fescue. Any ball coming to rest in the right greenside bunker will result in a challenging recovery.

13

198

The southwest breeze will have this hole playing downwind. Today’s front-left hole location (8-4L) will require
precise shot-making as it is well protected by the sloping closely mown area in front of the green and the trough




behind the hole location that will funnel balls left of the green. Still, relatively soft greens today will make this
hole location a bit more player-friendly.

14

603

The tees are located on the 613 tee, which is the tee furthest to the golfer’s left. The southwest breeze will be into
the players on this hole. It is unlikely that many players will try to reach this green in two shots. As a result, the
players will be faced with one of the more challenging layup shots on all the par-5s here at Erin Hills. The layup
area offers one of the more narrow fairways and precision with distance is critical in order to have a better view
of the flagstick on the third shot. Today’s hole location (6-11L) is on the higher, left portion of the putting green. It
is a relatively small target requiring excellent distance control to get the ball close. Despite 32 birdies and one
eagle, the 14th hole played to an over-par stroke average in Round 1.

15

348

Tee markers are placed on the 359 tee. Despite measuring only 368 yards in Round 1, this short par 4 played to a
stroke average of 4.135, making it the seventh-most difficult hole. The tee shot must avoid several bunkers in the
fairway and the second shot must be very precise to an uphill, relatively small putting green. Today’s hole
location (7-5R) is perilously close to the steep closely mown area and putts from beyond this location can be
quite fast.

16

179

We are using the far left tee here today with a hole location (25-7R) that is on the upper tier of this two-tiered
green. The combination of the left tee and the dune-like feature short and left of the green obscures more than
half of the flagstick. Despite the visual appearance from the tee, the hole location is reasonably accessible,
although the players will have to contend with a pronounced ridge some 4 paces in front of this hole location. The
16th hole was the easiest of the par 3s in Round 1, playing to a stroke average of 2.897.

17

512

The 17th hole played as the most difficult par 4 in Round 1. Today’s southwest breeze will be at the players’ backs

and slightly from the right. Today’s hole location (12-6R) has the hole playin_

_to_




