TOYO TIRE HOLDINGS OF AMERICAS INC.

PRESS RELEASE
TOYO RECEIVES LARGE CONTEMPT AWARD AGAINST TWO
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY INFRINGERS
CYPRESS, CA – November 27, 2017 – Toyo Tire Holdings of Americas Inc. today
announced the latest victory in its continuing pursuit of infringers of Toyo’s intellectual
property rights in its tires.
The United States District Court for the Central District of California on November 20,
2017 held Chinese tire manufacturers Doublestar Dong Feng Tyre Co., Ltd. (“DDF”) and
Qingdao Doublestar Tire Industrial Co., Ltd. (“QDT”) in contempt for violating a 2014
Final Judgment prohibiting the manufacture and sale of tires using a confusingly similar
tread to that of Toyo’s best-selling Open Country M/T. That tread design is a protected
trade dress of Toyo. DDF and QDT were held in contempt for selling the AMP M/T tire,
which used the Open Country M/T trade dress.
In a 32-page ruling, Judge Cormac Carney imposed $1.6M in contempt sanctions
against DDF and QDT, and awarded Toyo its attorneys’ fees. The Court stated that “the
Court must compensate Toyo for the injury it has suffered due to DDF and QDT’s
violation of the Final Judgment.”
As part of settlement negotiations in an earlier action at the International Trade
Commission against DDF and others, DDF was asked to identify which tires it was
making. DDF failed to identify the AMP M/T tire, which was identical to the Mark Ma tire
specifically identified in the 2014 Final Judgment. After learning in yet another case that
the both DDF and its affiliate QDT had never ceased manufacturing the infringing AMP
M/T tires after entry of the 2014 Final Judgment, Toyo moved for and was granted a
contempt citation against DDF and QDT. Toyo will now proceed to trial against DDF on
a fraud claim related to DDF’s false statements.
“We are very pleased by yet another court victory against violators of our intellectual
property rights,” said Iori Suzuki, President of Toyo Tire Holdings of Americas Inc. “Toyo
takes infringement of its intellectual property by other companies very seriously and will
continue to vigorously protect the quality of our highly-reputable products and longestablished brand.”
About Toyo Tire Holdings of Americas Inc.
Toyo Tire Holdings of Americas Inc. (“TTHA”) is the wholly-owned North American
subsidiary of Toyo Tire & Rubber Co., Ltd. of Itami, Japan. Headquartered in Cypress,

California, TTHA and its group companies manufacture, import, sell and distribute Toyo
and Nitto brand tires in the U.S., Canada and Mexico.
Toyo Tires maintains its commitment to innovation, quality, performance, and excellent
customer service. Significant and continuous investments are made in its U.S.-based
manufacturing facility and support operations in order to produce high-quality tires. The
company’s tire portfolio covers a broad range of applications, including highperformance racing-inspired tires, rugged off-road tires for light trucks and SUVs,
luxury-touring tires, and commercial truck tires.
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