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Objective and Methodology
Research Objectives
•
•
•

Evaluating the state of planning in America, and people’s ability to stay on course over the long‐term to
meet their goals.
Assessing how American’s are responding in their financial planning to the current economic and political
climate.
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Methodology
•
•
•

Online survey of 1,015 Americans (via web panel) conducted from February 2 ‐ 13, 2012.
Qualified participants were those at least 25 years of age.
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Key Findings
Moving in the right direction is one thing. Being prepared for the long road
ahead is an entirely different matter.
– Americans feel startlingly unprepared financially to live into their 70s, 80s
and 90s
– Only slightly more than half of Americans (56%) feel financially prepared to
live to age 75
– Less than half of Americans (46%) feel financially prepared to live to age 85
– Only a little more than a third (36%) feel prepared if they lived to age 95
– Men (regardless of age) are significantly more likely than women to feel
financially prepared to live to age 75 (65% vs. 48%), 85 (55% vs. 37%), and 95
(43% vs. 30%).
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With average life expectancy around age 80, only slightly more than half of
Americans feel financially prepared if they lived to age 75 and only a third
f l prepared
feel
d if th
they lived
li d to
t age 95.
95
•
•

Americans who are age 60 or older are significantly more likely to feel ‘financially prepared’ to live to age 75, 85,
and 95 compared to younger Americans.
Men (regardless of age) are significantly more likely to feel ‘financially
financially prepared
prepared’ to live to age 75,
75 85,
85 and 95
compared to women.

Financial Preparedness if Lived to Specific Age
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Q20. Some people define "financially prepared" as having enough money to last through their retirement (i.e., until their death). Based on your current financial plan,
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* 10‐pt scale where 10 = Completely prepared
how financially prepared do you feel if you were to live to ... ? Base: Total Rep Respondents (n=1,015)

