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Al READINESS IN U.S. SCHOOLS

Methodology and Sample Audiences

This survey was commissioned by IBM and conducted by Morning Consult
in July 2026 among 2,048 U.S. adults, split into two mutually exclusive & ot

cohorts consistent with the banner tables: 1,019 K-12 educators and 1,029 Total sample 2,048 +/- 2%

parents of K-12 children.
K-12 educators 1,019 +/- 3%

K-12 educators include classroom teachers, school-and district-level

leadership, curriculum and instructional specialists, and non-classroom K-

12 professionals. Educators qualified via their K-12 role. Parents qualified Elementary educators 351 +/- 5%
as primary or shared decision-makers with a child enrolled in grades K-12.

Classroom teachers 626 +/- 4%

Middle school educators 357 +/- 5%
Some respondents qualify as both an educator and a parent, however,
. . , , . High school educators 261 +/- 6%
each is assigned to a single primary cohort, ensuring the two cohorts do
not overlap and sum to the full sample. K-12 parents 1,029 +/- 3%

Interviews were conducted online. Results are weighted using the study
weight variable (wts); base sizes (n) shown throughout are unweighted
respondent counts. The margin of error is +/- 3% for both K-12 educators
and K-12 parents.
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KEY FINDINGS

There is an Al preparedness
gap; where educators feel more
equipped to teach students than
parents think they are.

Middle school is emerging as
the starting point in

Parents want more transparency,
and a voice, in how Al is taught to

developing students’ Al literacy. their children at school.

K-12 educators report greater familiarity with
Al than parents (94% vs 81%) and have more
experience using Al tools (84% vs 65%).
Consequently, educators are much more
inclined to think Al literacy should be an
elective course (59% vs. 40% of parents). As
Al becomes more common in schools,
educators themselves are developing their
own literacy, perhaps more so than parents.

K-12 educators are also more confident in
their students' understanding of Al than
parents (+20%) and have more confidence in
their own preparedness to teach Al literacy
(83%), than parents (66 %).
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Middle school educators are seeing that
students are already developing Al literacy by
grades 6-8; having the highest confidence of
any educators in their students' ability to
understand Al (63%), as well as the ability to
identify Al-generated content (58% vs just
44% for educators overall).

There is stronger support for Al as an elective
course among middle school educators than
among any other age group in K-12, and they
are significantly more likely to seeitas a
formal expectation of their role than the
average educator (37% vs 24%). Educators
are eager to teach Al literacy, but their top
concerns are their students' potential
dependency on the technology and using it to
cheat or plagiarize.

Just 40% of parents say that Al literacy
should be offered in schools (either as a
required or elective course), and they have
less confidence than educators in their
children knowing what Al is (20%). Only 16%
of parents say that schools are adapting well
to Al, and they are more likely to see it as
decreasing the value of a college degree than
increasing it.

Parents indicate that there needs to be an
effort to involve them in a dialogue about

Al literacy in the classroom; just 20% report
having clear guidance about how it’s being
taught. In contrast, parents overwhelmingly
believe they should have a hand in how Al is
being taught to their children (77%).
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Al Familiarity & Use Amon
K-12 Parents & Educators

SECTION 1



Al FAMILIARITY & USE AMONG K-12 PARENTS & EDUCATORS

Educators have more familiarity with Al than parents: 94% are at least somewhat familiar
with Al, versus 81% of K-12 parents

Al Familiarity K-12 Parents Al Familiarity by Educator Group
6%

K-12 Educators

Elementary Educator 23%

Middle School Educator 51%

High School Educator

B Very familiar — | could explain Al K-12 Educator Used Al 39%
concepts to someone else

® Somewhat familiar — | have a general
sense of what Al is and what it does

= Not very familiar — I've heard of Al but
don't know much about it ® Somewhat familiar — | have a general sense of what Al is and what it does

" Not at all familiar -1 know very little or B Not very familiar — I've heard of Al but don't know much about it
nothing about Al

B Very familiar — | could explain Al concepts to someone else

B Not at all familiar — | know very little or nothing about Al

WV, MORNING CONSULT  IBM1: How familiar are you with artificial intelligence (Al) and how it's used?
Sample Size: K-12 Educators =1019n, Middle School Educator =357n, High School Educator =261n, K-12 Educator Used Al =975n, K-12 Parents=1029n




Al FAMILIARITY & USE AMONG K-12 PARENTS & EDUCATORS

Parents and educators get Al information from different channels: parents rely heavily on
social media and friends/family while educators draw from a variety of academic and
professional resources

Sources of Information about Al in Education

— 23%
P 20%
I 23%
I 20%
I 21%
I 15%
I 20%
I 28%

I 17%
I——— 25%

I, 16%
A

I 14%
P 17%

I 9%
P 1%
I 30%

g O PO ol e 27%

B K-12 parents ®K-12 educators

Podcasts or online videos

News outlets

Technology companies

Schoal or district communications
Academic or research publications
Education conferences or industry events
Parent-teacher organizations (e.g., PTA)
Government or policy organizations

Professional development*

WV MORNING CONSULT  IBM4: Where do you get your information about Al and its role in education? Select all that apply.; *Only asked among educators 6
Sample size: K-12 Educators =1019n, K-12 Parents =1029n
B ———SSSS———



Al FAMILIARITY & USE AMONG K-12 PARENTS & EDUCATORS

Educators are much more likely to view Al as increasing the value of a 4-year college

degree than parents (41% vs 24%). A higher percentage of parents report feeling that a
college degree is less essential (30%).

Impact of Al Growth on Perception of Traditional College Degree
K-12 Educators K-12 Parents

7%

16%

24%

28% 41%

31%
30%
25%
B |t has made a degree B |t has made a degree B |t has made a degree B |t has made a degree
feel more essential feel less essential feel more essential feel less essential
B |t has not changed my view I'm not sure B |t has not changed my view ¥ 1'm not sure

High school teachers are more likely to say that Al growth has made a four-year college degree feel more essential for students (53%).

V MORNING CONSULT  IBM11: Has the growth of Al changed how you think about the value of a traditional four-year college degree for students?
Sample size: K-12 Educators =1019n, K-12 Parents =1029n




Al FAMILIARITY & USE AMONG K-12 PARENTS & EDUCATORS

59% of educators think Al literacy should either be required OR offered as an elective,
compared to just 40% of parents. Conversely, parents are more than twice as likely as
educators to say Al doesn’t belong in K-12 education (28% vs 12%)

Views on Al Being Part of K-12 Education

17%
Al literacy should be a required part of the curriculum

23%
Al literacy should be available as an elective or optional subject

32%
Al can be a useful classroom tool, but doesn't need its own class

28%
| don't think Al belongs in K-12 education at this time

B K-12 parents ®K-12 educators

W MORNING CONSULT’ IBM5: Which of the following best describes your view on Al being part of K-12 education?
Sample size: K-12 Educators =1019n, K-12 Parents =1029n




Al FAMILIARITY & USE AMONG K-12 PARENTS & EDUCATORS

Educators agree with parents that they should have a say in how Al is used in the
classroom; educators are more likely to also see the benefit of Al in personalized
learning, career prep, and accessibility

Attitudes Toward Al in Education (Top-2-Box Agreement)

77%
Parents should have a say in how Al is used in their child's classroom

67%
Al can help teachers personalize leaming for individual students

65%
Learning about Al will help prepare students for future careers

63%
Al can help make leaming more accessible for all students

B K-12 parents BK-12 educators

WV MORNING CONSULT  IBM7: Towhat extentdo you agree or disagree with the following statements about Al education? Top-2-box combines “strongly agree” and “somewhat agree.” 9
Sample size: K-12 Educators =1019n, K-12 Parents =1029n



Al FAMILIARITY & USE AMONG K-12 PARENTS & EDUCATORS

Most educators and parents see progress on Al adoption, but few parents believe
schools are adapting well

Rating of the U.S. Education System's Ability to Adapt to Al

K-12 parents

K-12 educators who use Al are more likely to think the U.S. education system's
ability to adapt to advancements in Al and related technologies is strong.

B Very strong — schools are adapting well B Somewhat strong — some progress, but gaps remain
B Somewhat weak — schools are falling behind B \VVery weak — schools are not keeping up at all
WV MORNING CONSULT  IBM10: How would you rate the U.S. education system's ability to adapt to advancements in Al and related technologies? 10

Sample size: K-12 Educators =1019n, K-12 Parents =1029n
B ———SSSS———



Al FAMILIARITY & USE AMONG K-12 PARENTS & EDUCATORS

The readiness gap persists, with half of educators (50%) saying their students
understand what Al is, compared to just 30% of parents

Perceived Readiness of Today's K-12 Students (Top-2-Box)

Understand what Al is 30%

and how it works

Recognize when content 31%

has been generated by Al

27%
Use Al tools responsibly

Be prepared for jobs in 28%

an Al-driven economy

Know when itis and isn’t 27%

appropriate to use Al

Think critically before 26%

accepting Al outputs

B K-12 parents ®K-12 educators

V MORNING CONSULT  IBM9: How ready do you think today's K-12 students are to do each of the following? Scale: 1 = not at all ready to 5 = very ready; top-2-box combines ratings of 4 and 5.

Sample size: K-12 Educators =1019n, K-12 Parents =1029n



Al FAMILIARITY & USE AMONG K-12 PARENTS & EDUCATORS

Middle school is the agreed starting point for Al literacy: 41% of both parents and
educators say students should begin learning about Al in grades 6-8, and less than 30%
of both parents and educators think children should be learning it before or after then

When Students Should First Learn About Al

Prior to K-12 schooling
(pre-K or earlier)

Elementary school
(grades K-5)

Middle school
(grades 6-8)

High school
(grades 9-12)

Higher education / College

m K-12 parents m®K-12 educators

VM MORNING CONSULT  IBM6: What stage in their K-12 education do you think students should first start learning about Al if at all?
Sample size: K-12 Educators who believe Al can be part of education =919n, K-12 Parents who believe Al can be part of education =765n




Al FAMILIARITY & USE AMONG K-12 PARENTS & EDUCATORS

Parents and educators agree: teachers and instructional specialists should lead Al
instruction, while district leaders should set the guardrails

Preparing students with Setting guidance or guardrails
Al knowledge and skills for Al use in K-12

21%

29%

Classroom teachers Classroom teachers

25% 18%

Curriculum or instructional
specialists

Curriculum or instructional
specialists

0,
School-level leadership 19%

(e.g., principals, deans)

School-level leadership
(e.g., principals, deans)

16% 27%

District leadership (e.g.,
superintendents, administrators)

District leadership (e.g.,
superintendents, administrators)

1% 13%

It should be a shared effort
across school staff

It should be a shared effort
across school staff

o
o
o~

®K-12 educators ®K-12 parents ® K-12 educators ®K-12 parents

W MORNING CONSULT  IBM12a: Within K-12 school systems, who do you think should take the lead on each of the following?
Sample size: K-12 Educators who said K-12 school systems should be primarily responsible =457n, K-12 Parents who said K-12 school systems should be primarily responsible =432n




Al FAMILIARITY & USE AMONG K-12 PARENTS & EDUCATORS

Only 31% of educators feel very prepared to support Al literacy, while just 22% of parents
feel confident they have the resources to support their child’s Al learning, underscoring a
need for training and school system guidance

Perceived Preparedness to Support Al Learning

K-12 educators
(supporting Al literacy in their
role)

K-12 parents
(supporting their child’s Al
learning)

K-12 school (91%) and district (90%) leadership are more likely to feel prepared to support Al
literacy in their current role than classroom teachers (81%).

®mVery prepared — confident and have the resources | need ® Somewhat prepared — some knowledge but could use more support
B Not very prepared — limited knowledge or resources B Not at all prepared — wouldn’t know where to start

W, MORNING CONSULT  IBM13a: How prepared do you feel to support Al literacy in your current role? Sample size: K-12 Educators =1019n 14
IBM13b: How prepared do you feel to support your child(ren)'s learning about Al? Sample size: K-12 Parents =1029n



SECTION 2

K-12 Educators
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K-12 EDUCATORS

About two-thirds of Educators use Al tools for teaching/instructional use; these tools are
most helpful in developing classroom materials (67%) and support lesson planning (62%)

Experience with Al Tools Uses of Al Ways Educators I-!ave Used Al in
Teaching

Personal Lse 63% Creating classroom materials 67%

Lesson planning 62%

Teaching or instructional use 62% Personalizing instruction or

(V)
assignments for individual students 55%

Supporting students with diverse
learning needs

47%

Personal learning or self-

development 93%

Analyzing student performance

data 29%

Professi [ k-relat
rofessionat orworiere au(:: 50% Grading, feedback, or assessment [rILA

m | use Al tools regularly
(> few times a week)
m | use Al tools occasionally
(a few times a month)
m|'ve tried Al tools once or twice

Other ‘ 1%

| have only experimented

N
X

®m |'ve never used an Al tool

IBM2: Which of the following best describes your personal experience with Al tools (e.g., chatbots like ChatGPT, image generators, voice assistants, etc.)? Sample size: K-12 Educators = 1019n
. IBM3: In which of the following settings have you used Al tools? Select all that apply. Sample size: K-12 Educators who used Al tools=959n
M MORNING CONSULT 53a:You mentioned using Al for teaching or instructional purposes. Which of the following have you used Al tools for specifically? Select all that apply. Sample size: K-12 Educators who used Al tools for 16
teaching =358n




K-12 EDUCATORS

Most educators believe Al literacy belongs in the curriculum, with 71% of middle and high
school educators supporting it as a required or elective subject and high school
educators most likely to favor a requirement

Views on Al Being Part of K-12 Education

23%

Al literacy should be a
required part of the curriculum
34%

36%
Al literacy should be available
as an elective or optional subject

37%

29%
Al can be a useful classroom tool,
but doesn’t need its own class

24%

12%
| don’t think Al belongsin
K-12 education at this time

6%

B Total K-12 educators B Middle school (grades 6-8) B High school (grades 9-12)

W MORNING CONSULT’  IBM5: Which of the following best describes your view on Al being part of K-12 education?
Sample size: K-12 Educators =1019n, Middle School Educator =357n, High School Educator =261n




K-12 EDUCATORS

Most educators see the value of Al in education across use cases, especially in
personalized learning; high school educators are significantly more likely than middle
school educators to recognize the benefit of Al in career preparation

Attitudes Toward Al in Education (Top-2-Box Agreement)

+10 pts
+8 pts 7 pts

82% 82%

83%
+2 pts

Al can help teachers personalize Al can help make leaming more Parents should have a say in how Al tools can enhance how

Learning about Al will help prepare
leamning for individual students accessible for all students Al is used in their child’s classroom students leamn

students for future careers
B Total K-12 educators B Middle school (grades 6-8) B High school (grades 9-12)

WV MORNING CONSULT  IBM7: Towhat extentdo you agree or disagree with the following statements about Al education? Top-2-box combines “strongly agree” and “somewhat agree.”
Sample size: K-12 Educators =1019n, Middle School Educator =357n, High School Educator =261n

18




K-12 EDUCATORS

Half of educators say today’s K-12 students understand what Al is and how it works, with
middle and high school educators reporting even stronger confidence in students’

readiness across key Al skills

Perceived Readiness of Today's K-12 Students (Top-2-Box)

B Total K-12 educators B Middle school (grades 6-8) B High school (grades 9-12)

V MORNING CONSULT  IBM9: How ready do you think today's K-12 students are to do each of the following? Scale: 1 = not at all ready to 5 = very ready; top-2-box combines ratings of 4 and 5.

Sample size: K-12 Educators =1019n, Middle School Educator =357n, High School Educator =261n

53% 2o p6% 2
o
44% 43% 42% 42%

Understand what Al is and | Recognize when content has Use Al tools responsibly ~ Be prepared for jobs inan Al-  Know when itis and isn't
how it works been generated by Al driven economy appropriate to use Al

Think critically before
accepting Al outputs

19




K-12 EDUCATORS

Educators’ greatest concerns about Al in the classroom are around how it could create
dependence and cheating. Administrators have similar fears but are significantly more
worried about a lack of proper Al-related training (7% more than educators).

Classroom EDUCATORS School & District Administrators

Students becoming overly dependent on Al 52% Students becoming overly dependent on Al 37%
Students using Al to cheat or plagiarize 47% Reduced development of critical thinking skills 28%
Reduced development of critical thinking skills 36% Students using Al to cheat or plagiarize 26%
Al producing inaccurate or misleading information 26% Insufficient teacher training on Al 26%
Student data privacy and security 21% Al producing inaccurate or misleading information 26%
Unequal access to Al tools across schools/districts 20% Cost of Al technology and tools 22%
Insufficient teacher training on Al 19% Bias in Al systems or outputs 22%
Bias in Al systems or outputs 17% Student data privacy and security 21%
Lack of clear school or district policies on Al use 16% Lack of clear school or district policies on Al use 21%
Cost of Al technology and tools 11% Unequal access to Al tools across schools/districts 20%
No major concerns about Al in education 2% No major concerns about Al in education 4%

WV, MORNING CONSULT  IBMS8: What are your biggest concerns, if any, about Al being used in K-12 education? Select up to 3.
Sample size: K-12 Classroom EDUCATORS =626n, K-12 Admin = 393n
B U



K-12 EDUCATORS

Middle school educators are significantly more likely to point to school systems as
responsible for preparing students and setting guardrails around Al, showing the
importance of this critical age in helping students develop Al literacy

K-12 Parents

students guardrails

K-12 school systems 42% 34%
Parents / guardians 26% 27%
Federal or state government 8% 16% Middle school
No one entity; it's a shared responsibility 23% 22% educgtors are
more likely than
K-12 Educators by grade level taught ?:gkcfgo&itg
Preparing students Setting guardrails school systems
K-12 Educators ~ Middle School High School K-12 Educators ~ Middle School High School ;?Lc?;?:!?]g
K-12 school systems 46% 53% 40% 42% 47% 37% setting
Parents / guardians 18% 20% 22% 22% 22% 24% guardrails.
Federal or state 19% 22% 27% 23% 25% 27%
government
Other 2% 1% 0% 3% 3% 0%
No one entity; it's a 15% 4% 10% 10% 3% 12%
shared responsibility
W MORNING CONSULT  IBM12: In your opinion, who should be primarily responsible for each of the following? Select one. 21

Sample size: K-12 Parents =1029n, K-12 Educators =1019n, Middle School Educator =357n, High School Educator =261n
B U



K-12 EDUCATORS

Middle school educators (47%) are much more likely to learn about Al through social
media than high school educators (35%), who get info from a balanced variety of

sources.
Sources of Information about Al in Education

Total K-12 educators Middle school (grades 6-8) High school (grades 9-12)
Social media 39% Social media _ Social media 35%
Friends or family 31 Friends or family Friends or family 30%

Professional development 30% Education conferences or inecj:;r:g School or district communications 29%

Education conferences or 'n:\ﬁg 28% News outlets Professional development 27%

Education conferences or industry

events 26%

School or district communications 2 School or district communications

Colleagues or professional networks 27% Academic or research publications Colleagues or professional networks 25%

Academic or research publications % Professional development News outlets 23%

News outlets Technology companies 23%

20% Podcasts or online videos

Podcasts or online videos Academic or research publications 20%

20% Colleagues or professional networks

Parent-teacher organizations (e.g.,

Parent-teacher organizations (e.g., PTA) 17%

PTA)

Parent-teacher organizations (e.g.,

17% PTA)

Technology companies 15% Technology companies Podcasts or online videos 15%

IIIN
a
=S
X

Government or policy organizations 11% Government or policy organizations Government or policy organizations 12%

W MORNING CONSULT’ IBM4: Where do you get your information about Al and its role in education? Select all that apply.
Sample size: K-12 Educators =1019n, Middle School Educator =357n, High School Educator =261n

N
N




K-12 EDUCATORS

Al is becoming a routine in secondary classrooms: 76% of middle school and 73% of
high school educators use it at least weekly, versus 45% in elementary; nearly half of
high school educators are using Al in the classroom daily (45%)

All K-12 classroom teachers

12%

17%

®Daily or almost daily B A few times a week

B A few times a month B Rarely (a few times a year or less)

ENever I'm not sure

Frequency of Al Classroom Usage

Middle school (grades 6-8)

7%

12% 36%

40%

B Daily or almost daily B A few times a week

HA few times a month HRarely (a few times a year or less)

B Never I'm not sure

WV MORNING CONSULT  BM14a: How often, if at all, is Al currently being used in your classroom?

Sample size: K-12 EDUCATORS =626n, Middle School Teacher =218n, High School Teacher =125n

High school (grades 9-12)

5% 7%
4%

14%
45%

B Daily or almost daily B A few times a week

A few times a month B Rarely (a few times a year or less)

B Never I'm not sure

23




K-12 EDUCATORS

Middle school educators are the most likely to view Al-related knowledge as a formal
expectation of their role (+13%), reinforcing the importance of grades 6-8 as a critical
period for developing Al literacy

Extent to Which Al Skills Are Expected in the K-12 Role

24%

It is a formal expectation
(role requirements, PD plan, or evaluation)

26%

33%
It is informally encouraged,
but not required

36%

35%
It is neither expected
nor discouraged

29%

8%
It is discouraged or
restricted in my role

9%

B Al K-12 educators B Middle school (grades 6-8) B High school (grades 9-12)

VM MORNING CONSULT  IBM15: Towhat extent is developing Al-related knowledge or skills currently expected in your K-12 role? 24
Sample size: K-12 Educators =1019n, Middle School Educator =357n, High School Educator =261n




K-12 EDUCATORS

Confidence in the ability to at least somewhat support students’ Al literacy is highest
among middle school educators (86%), but less than half of educators at any grade level
feel very confident or “well equipped” to support Al literacy today

Confidence in Supporting K-12 Students’ Al Literacy

All K-12 educators 27%

Middle school

(gradeS 6_8) 36% 120/0

High school
(grades 9-12)

34%

® \/ery confident — well-equipped to support Al literacy now ® Somewhat confident — could get by but have gaps to fill
B Not very confident — would need significant support or training ® Not at all confident — wouldn’t know where to begin

W MORNING CONSULT  IBM16: How confident do you feel in your ability to support K-12 students' Al literacy in your role? 25
Sample size: K-12 Educators =1019n, Middle School Educator =357n, High School Educator =261n



W, MORNING CONSULT 517,

K-12 EDUCATORS

Al training is widespread, but often limited: fewer than 30% of middle and high school

educators report extensive training, and just 31% say their school system provided all of
it

Most Extensive Al Training or Professional Development Source of Al Training or Professional Development
Received

All K-12

0, 1) 0,

educators 20% 28% 1%

Middle B Provided by my schoal,

school 26% 24% district, or institution
(grades 6-8)

® A mix of both
High school 299 18% 6% m Sought out on my own
(grades 9-12) 0 ¢ 0

m Extensive training (multi-day program, certification, coursework)
B Some training (a workshop, webinar, or short module)
® nformal or self-directed learning only

B No fraining or leaming of any kind

IBM17: Which of the following best describes the most extensive training or professional development you've received on Al for K-12 education? Select one.
Sample size: K-12 Educators =1019n, Middle School Educator =357n, High School Educator =261n

as your K-12 Al-related training or professional development provided to you, or did you seek it out on your own?

26




K-12 EDUCATORS

Barriers to supporting Al literacy are concrete and fixable, led by a lack of training (42%)
and limited access to Al curriculum and materials (34%)

Lack of fraining or professional
development on Al

Lack of Al-related curriculum or
instructional materials

Concerns or pushback from
parents/guardians

Limited time or competing priorities

Unclear or absent school/district
policies on Al use

Lack of funding or resources to
support Al initiatives

Limited technical or IT support
for Al tools

| don't face significant barriers

WV, MORNING CONSULT  IBM18: What are the biggest barriers to supporting Al literacy in your K-12 role? Select up to 3.

Biggest Barriers to Supporting Al Literacy
42%

41%
34%

34%
31%

28%
31%

%
30%

23%
29%

33%
26%

33%
6%

-—

4%

B All K-12 educators ® Middle school (grades 6-8) B High school (grades 9-12)

27

Sample size: K-12 Educators =1019n, Middle School Educator =357n, High School Educator =261n



SECTION 3

K-12 Parents



K-12 PARENTS

Parents use Al regularly at a lower rate than educators, and while they readily use Al for
themselves for personal use (63%), only about a third (35%) have used it to support their
child’s education.

Uses of Al

Experience with Al Tools

Personal use

Personal learning or
self-development

Professional or

work-related use 47%

Supporting my child's

(1)
education 35%
m | use Al tools regularly m | use Al tools occasionally
(> few times a week) (a few times a month) Parenting 28%
m |'ve tried Al tools once or twice m |'ve never used an Al tool

IBM2: Which of the following best describes your personal experience with Al tools (e.g., chatbots like ChatGPT, image generators, voice assistants, etc.)? *Unsure responses supressed

W MORNING CONSULT  Sample size: K-12 Parents = 1029n 29
IBM3: In which of the following settings have you used Al tools? Select all that apply. Sample size: K-12 Parents who used Al tools=889n




K-12 PARENTS

Parents of middle and high school students are somewhat more likely to think that Al
should be a required part of the curriculum, but sentiment is otherwise consistent

Views on Al Being Part of K-12 Education

32%
Al can be a useful classroom tool,
but doesn’t need its own class

29%

28%
| don’t think Al belongs in
K-12 education at this time

28%

23%
Al literacy should be available
as an elective or optional subject

22%

17%
Al literacy should be a
required part of the curriculum

21%

B Total K-12 parents B Parent of child in middle school B Parent of child in high school

W MORNING CONSULT’ IBM5: Which of the following best describes your view on Al being part of K-12 education? 30
Sample size: K-12 Parents = 1029n, Parent of Child(ren) Enrolled in Middle School = 375n, Parent of Child(ren) Enrolled in HighSchool =519n



K-12 PARENTS

Parents' top priority is having a say: 77% want input on how Al is used in their child's
classroom, while other perceived benefits of Al remain broadly consistent across student
age groups

Attitudes Toward Al in Education (Top-2-Box Agreement)

7%

Parents should have a say in how Al
is used in their child’s classroom
76%

Al can help teachers personalize
leaming for individual students

67%
students for future careers
64%
accessible for all students
students leam
B Total K-12 parents B Parent of child in middle school B Parent of child in high school
WV MORNING CONSULT  IBM7: Towhat extentdo you agree or disagree with the following statements about Al education? Top-2-box combines “strongly agree” and “somewhat agree.” 31

Sample size: K-12 Parents = 1029n, Parent of Child(ren) Enrolled in Middle School = 375n, Parent of Child(ren) Enrolled in HighSchool =519n



K-12 PARENTS

Parents’ top concerns are consistent regardless of Al use: dependence (54-56%), critical
thinking (43-45%), and cheating (40%) lead the list. Whether parents have used Al or not,
they’re wary of its impact on their child’s education.

K-12 Parents K-12 Parents Used Al
Students becoming overly dependent on Al 54% Students becoming overly dependent on Al 56%
Reduced development of critical thinking skills 43% Reduced development of critical thinking skills 45%
Students using Al to cheat or plagiarize 40% Students using Al to cheat or plagiarize 40%
Al producing inaccurate or misleading information 31% Al producing inaccurate or misleading information 32%
Student data privacy and security 27% Student data privacy and security 27%
Insufficient teacher training on Al 14% Insufficient teacher training on Al 15%
Cost of Al technology and tools 11% Cost of Al technology and tools 13%
Lack of clear school or district policies on Al use 10% Lack of clear school or district policies on Al use 1%
Bias in Al systems or outputs 9% Bias in Al systems or outputs 10%
Unequal access to Al tools across schools/districts 8% Unequal access to Al tools across schools/districts 8%
No major concerns about Al in education 7% No major concerns about Al in education 5%
W MORNING CONSULT’ [IBVMS: What are your biggest concerns, if any, about Al being used in K-12 education? Select up to 3. 32

Sample size: K-12 Parents =1029n, K-12 Parents Used Al = 889n
e



K-12 PARENTS

Parents of high school students are more confident in their children’s ability to recognize
Al-generated content (37% vs 31% total), However, sentiment around Al-readiness is still
13-19% lower than that of educators across the board (see slide 11).

Perceived Readiness of Today's K-12 Students (Top-2-Box)

31%
Recognize when content has been generated by Al

37%
30%
Understand what Al is and how it works
34%
2
Be prepared for jobs in an Al-driven economy
29%

Use Al tools responsibly

| N
3 %
o~
S S
w

<

o~

27%

Know when itis and isn't appropriate to use Al
30%
26%

Think critically before accepting Al outputs

27%

B Total K-12 parents ® Parent of Child(Ren) Enrolled in Middle School B Parent of Child(Ren) Enrolled in High School
WV MORNING CONSULT  IBM9: How ready do you think today's K-12 students are to do each of the following? Scale: 1 = not at all ready to 5 = very ready; top-2-box combines ratings of 4 and 5. 33

Sample size: K-12 Parents = 1029n, Parent of Child(ren) Enrolled in Middle School = 375n, Parent of Child(ren) Enrolled in HighSchool =519n



K-12 PARENTS

Parents lean on informal channels for Al news: social media (52%) and friends/family
(41%) far outpace school communications, while middle school parents consume nearly
all information sources at higher rates

Total K-12 parents

Social media

Friends or family

Podcasts or online videos

News outlets

Technology companies

School or district communications

Academic or research publications

Education conferences or industry
events

Parent-teacher organizations (e.g.,
PTA)

Government or policy organizations

52%

41%

23%

21%

17%

16%

14%

lII 3

X 8
(=]
o~

9%

Sources of Information about Al in Education

Parent of Child(Ren) Enrolled in Middle
School

Social media

Friends or family

News outlets

Podcasts or online videos

Technology companies

Academic or research publications

Education conferences or industry
events

School or district communications

Government or policy organizations

Parent-teacher organizations (e.g.,
PTA)

W MORNING CONSULT’ IBM4: Where do you get your information about Al and its role in education? Select all that apply.
Sample size: K-12 Parents = 1029n, Parent of Child(ren) Enrolled in Middle School = 375n, Parent of Child(ren) Enrolled in HighSchool =519n

Parent of Child(Ren) Enrolled in High
School

Social media

Friends or family

News outlets

Podcasts or online videos

Technology companies

School or district communications

Academic or research publications

Education conferences or industry
events

Parent-teacher organizations (e.g.,
PTA)

Government or policy organizations

49%

39%

25%

24%

23%

19%

19%

17%

11%

10%

w
IS




K-12 PARENTS

Parents who've used Al themselves are somewhat more likely to report seeing it reflected

in their child’s curriculum, however, only about half of parents say Al is being used in
their child’s education on a weekly basis

Perceived Al Usage in Middle School

K-12 parents 16% 32% 12% 5% 23%
K-12 parents used Al 17% 35% 11% 4% 20%
m Daily or almost daily ®Afewtimes aweek  ®Afewtimes amonth  ®Rarely (afew times ayearorless) ®Never I'm not sure
Perceived Al Usage in High School
K-12 parents 22% 25% 8% 6% 25%
K-12 parents used Al 24% 26% 8% 5% 22%
B Daily or almost daily B A few times a week A few times a month B Rarely (a few times a year or less) ® Never I'm not sure

WV MORNING CONSULT  IBM14b: To the best of your knowledge, how often is Al being used at your child(ren)'s school? Share saying daily or a few times a week. 35
Sample size: K-12 Parents (Middle School=375n, High School=519n); K-12 Parent Used Al (Middle School=331n, High School=450n)
B



K-12 PARENTS

Establishing confidence is key: clear guidelines (51%) and transparency about classroom
Al use (48%) top parents’ list of confidence-builders. Parents of high school students are
notably more concerned with stronger protections for student data and privacy.

What Would Increase Parents' Confidence in School Al Use

()
Inappropriate use
.
e ey O A P 8 DG S s o 50
in the classroom
More research on Al's impact on student learning | IR
Better training for teachers on how to use Al responsibly [ IEEEEGEGEGEGEGEEEEEEEE e
Clear school/district rules on how Al can be used | s
Stronger protections for student data and privacy RS
Oversight from state or local education authorities (e.g., T
state department of education, school boards, etc.)
Oversight from federal government [ INEEGEGE
B All K-12 parents B Parent of Child(Ren) Enrolled in Middle School B Parent of Child(Ren) Enrolled in High School
W MORNING CONSULT  IBM19: What would increase your confidence in Al being used in your child's school? Select all that apply. 36

Sample size: K-12 Parents = 1029n, Parent of Child(ren) Enrolled in Middle School = 375n, Parent of Child(ren) Enrolled in HighSchool =519n
B ———SSSS———



K-12 PARENTS

Just 20% of parents clearly understand the Al guidance their child receives at school,
while 53% know very little or nothing at all; this knowledge gap is consistent for all
parents regardless of the age of their children

Knowledge on Al Guidance in School

All K-12 parents 20% 26% 27%

Parent of Child(Ren)
Enrolled in Middle
School

Parent of Child(Ren)
Enrolled in High

School
B | have a clear understanding of what they're being taught H | have some idea but not much detail
B | know very little about it B | have no idea what guidance, if any, they are receiving
WV, MORNING CONSULT  IBM22: How much do you know about the guidance your child is receiving on Al use at school? 37

Sample size: K-12 Parents = 1029n, Parent of Child(ren) Enrolled in Middle School = 375n, Parent of Child(ren) Enrolled in HighSchool =519n



K-12 PARENTS

54% of parents say their child's school is at least somewhat equipped to teach Al;
parents of middle school children are a bit more confident in how equipped their
children’s schools are (59%)

How Equipped Schools Are to Teach Al

All K-12 parents 19% 21% 11% 14%

Parent of Child(Ren)
Enrolled in Middle 1% 10%
School

Parent of Child(Ren)
Enrolled in High
School

14%

®\ery well equipped B Somewhat equipped ® Not very well equipped  ® Not at all well equipped I'm not sure

WV, MORNING CONSULT  IBM20: How well equipped do you think your child’s school is to teach students about AI?

Sample size: K-12 Parents = 1029n, Parent of Child(ren) Enrolled in Middle School = 375n, Parent of Child(ren) Enrolled in HighSchool =519n

38



K-12 PARENTS

Parents of high school students are more comfortable with their children using Al across
nearly every task, particularly for personalized learning(44%); all parents see its value for
research and tutoring at roughly the same rate

What Tasks Parents Are Comfortable With Al Helping On

4
Researching information for a school project
41%

Personalized tutoring or homework help
44%

0,
Practicing or reinforcing concepts in a subject they're w

leaming 44%,

39%
Getting feedback on their writing
41%

38%
Creative projects like art, music, or storytelling
4

38%
Support for diverse leaming needs
4

29%
Summarizing or breaking down long readings or videos
29%
0,

| am not comfortable with my child using Al tools for any Sk
school tasks

‘ ‘ 2
)
y ==

9%

B Al K-12 parents ® Parent of Child(Ren) Enrolled in Middle School B Parent of Child(Ren) Enrolled in High School

. IBM21: Forwhich of the following school tasks, if any, would you be comfortable with your child using Al? Select all that apply. If your eldest child is too young for some of these activities, select those you'd
M MORNING CONSULT be comfortable with them doing at the appropriate age.
Sample size: K-12 Parents = 1029n, Parent of Child?ren) Enrolled in Middle School =378n, Parent of Child(ren) Enrolled in HighSchool = 514n
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K-12 PARENTS

Parents are largely familiar with Al with 81% at least somewhat familiar; Al familiarity is
consistent across grade levels

Al Familiarity Al Familiarity by Group

6%

K-12 Parents 30% 14% 6%

Parent of Child(Ren) Enrolled in Middle School 31% 16%

Parent of Child(Ren) Enrolled in High School 12% 6%

K-12 Parent Used Al

B Very familiar — | could explain Al
concepts to someone else K-12 Educators 37%

B Somewhat familiar — | have a general
sense of what Al is and what it does

B Not very familiar — I've heard of Al B \ery familiar — | could explain Al concepts to someone else
but don't know much about it

B Not at all familiar — | know very little
or nothing about Al B Not very familiar — I've heard of Al but don't know much about it

B Somewhat familiar — | have a general sense of what Al is and what it does

® Not at all familiar — | know very little or nothing about Al

. IBM1: How familiar are you with artificial intelligence (Al) and how it's used?
V. MORNING CONSULT Sample Size: K-12 Parents = 1029n, Parent of Child(ren) Enrolled in Middle School = 375n, Parent of Child(ren) Enrolled in High School =519n, K-12 Parents Used Al =889n, K-12 41
Educators =1019n




K-12 PARENTS & EDUCATORS

Both parents and educators look to K-12 school systems first to prepare students for Al
and set guardrails around its use

K-12 Parents K-12 Educators

Preparing Setting Preparing Setting
students guardrails students guardrails

K-12 school systems 42% 34% K-12 school systems 46% 42%

Parents / guardians 26% 27% Parents / guardians 18% 22%

Federal or state government 8% 16% Federal or state government 19% 23%

Other 1% 1% No one entity; it's a shared responsibility 15% 10%

No one entity; it's a shared responsibility 23% 22% Other 2% 3%

WV, MORNING CONSULT  IBM12: In your opinion, who should be primarily responsible for each of the following? Select one. 42

Sample size: K-12 Educators =1019n, K-12 Parents =1029n
e
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