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Introduction

uying a home 1s one of the biggest
decisions you will ever make. From
the exctement and pride that
comes with ownership, to the fears that
come with making such a significant
investment, the home buying process 1s
an emotional journey.

While most agree that owning a home Is an essential element
of living the traditional America Dream, many people still have
some concerns. Ihese worries can drive the decision to continue

renting or living in a home that’s outdated, too small or just
doesn’t fit changing needs.

If you're considering purchasing a new home, this guide will
serve as a roadmap for your home buying journey. Get ready to
take a deep dive into the benefits of homeownership so you can
decide if now is the best time to buy a home for your family.



The Benefits of Clavton
Homeownership ytomes

It you're still on the fence when it comes to purchasing a home,
consider these significant benefits.

Owning a home simply feels better than renting — there’s a
special sort of pride that comes with knowing something is
yours. You can paint the walls, make changes and upgrades,
entertain guests, get a pet and ultimately turn a house Into
your home. Regardless of your personal preferences and taste,
owning a home is a commitment that is sure to bring you pride.

Imagine the privacy that comes with being able to put up a
fence or the joy that comes with hosting family events in the
vard. Whether you love backyard barbecues, gardening or even
just watching your children play, owning a home has a positive
Impact on the lives of you and your family.

Pride and happiness aren’t the only benefits of owning a home;
It’s a smart investment too. Typically, mortgage interest paid is
fully deductible on a homeowner’s personal tax return. Owning
property might also give you a tax break. Speak with your tax
advisor about your situation to fully understand what savings
you can expect.

“The home 1s central to American life. It
1s where dreams thrive and the future
takes shape. It 1s where families make
lifelong memories, and children are
nurtured so they can build a better
tomorrow.”

— The National Association

of Home Builders®



TAKE A LOOK:
Pros and Cons of Clayton

Renting vs. Buying e

Weligh both sides to see which option fits your lifestyle best.

Buying | N

Potential tax deductions for mortgage
and property”

Upkeep costs

Freedom of choice Less mobility

Pride of ownership

Privacy
More Room
Outdoor Space
o
Renting | I
Low maintenance costs Regular rent hikes
Community resources Lack of privacy

Noise
Pet restrictions
No tax deductions’

Hidden fees to break lease
agreements, security deposits and
other “surprise” fees

*CONSULT A TAX PROFESSIONAL TO DETERMINE DEDUCTION ELIGIBILITY



Determining if Clayton
You're Ready romes

According to a recent study, 81% of adults agree “that buying
a home is the best long-term investment a person can make.™
Here is a useful checklist to help guide your decision.

Am [ Ready for Homeownership?

[1 Do | plan to live in the same area for a few years?

Buying means being able to stay in one home for as long as you like, without worrying about
leases and landlords.

[1 Can | afford the home | want?

Talking to a lender will help you figure out what you can comfortably finance. They will
pbase this number on your monthly income, debt ratio and other factors to ensure you can
comfortably afford the home you want.

[1] Can | afford homeowner’s insurance?

Talking to an insurance company will help you determine this number. It’s often best to
discuss this with the company that you have other policies through, such as car insurance.
You may qualify for a multi-line discount if you package your policies together.

[1 Can | afford the property taxes in the area | plan to live in?

Property taxes vary by city, state and country, so it’s a good idea to discuss these costs with
your lender.

[ Can | afford the monthly utilities in a home?

Utility costs vary based on the age of the home you’re purchasing. A new home, for exam-
ple, will be much more energy efficient than an older home. It's important to keep that in
mind when you’re home shopping.

1 Pew Research Center® 2011 study; http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2011/04/12/home-sweet-home-still/



ENERGY SAVING FEATURES Clayton

homes

Dip You Know?

- These energy efficient features are available for every Clayton Home.

- When compared to older site-built homes, the modern manufactured home is much more
energy-effiecient.

- Climate-controlled manufacturing facilities protect the home from weather damage and regular
construction delays.

Low-E Windows

Double paned low-e windows are coated with a
microscopic layer that helps reduce UV rays from
the sun which let external heat enter the home.
The double paned glass helps keep the heat out
during the summer and in during the winter.

CFL Lighbulbs

Compact Flourescent Lightbulbs or CFL's use
less energy per month and last longer
than standard incandescent bulbs.

Average Household’s .
Energy Consumption JVZE.Z-IE/::ing
by Percentage*

Heat Pump

Heat pumps are more efficient systems than
traditional central air conditioning units. They

41.5% | 34.6%
operate by transfering heat from one area

Space Heatin -
P g Appllanf:fs & . to another & can be used to heat and cool Iin
E|EC|:I"ICI|:}' g most climates.

\l Upgraded Insulation

E xtra insulation to the walls, roof and even floors
helps the heating and cooling of our homes be
even more efficient,

*Source: 2009 RECS Survey conducted by U.S. Energy Information Administration

http.//www.ela.gov/consumption/residential/index.cfm



What'’s Best Clavton
For Your Budget? ytomes

When you're ready to buy a home, it’s important to find the best home for your
family’s needs.

Clayton Homes offers the quality you want in a custom-built dream home without the added cost and time site-
built homes take. The use of high quality construction materials, architectural design innovations, enhanced
features, and ease of maintenance available makes Clayton Homes America’s leading homebuilder.

Today, Clayton helps more American families find their dream home than any other housing company In
the country.

A few things you can expect when buying a Clayton Home.

At Clayton Homes, the possibilities are truly endless! Homebuyers have the ability to
choose from hundreds of design possibilities, floor plans and features, like flooring,
windows and Kitchen cabinets. Personalize your home with stainless steel appliances,
luxurious spas, custom cabinets, vaulted ceilings, walk-in closets and fireplaces.
Whatever your dream home is, Clayton can make it a reality.

When you’re shopping for a home, you deserve a partner in the process that you can
trust. Clayton’s dedicated Home Consultants provide one-on-one service to fit your
schedule, so It's easy to get started.

Unlike some homebuilders, Clayton cuts costs without cutting corners. Clayton
Homes are built with name-brand materials, including Moen® faucets, Shaw® flooring
and Hunter® ceiling fans where available. Homes are hand-built indoors in a quality-
controlled environment, free from environmental damage. With zero weather delays to
worry about, Clayton’s quality homes are built in a shorter time than site-built homes.

Clayton Homes give you more home for your money—period. You can enjoy a new
home with custom features and still pay less than the cost of a standard site-built
home. Here’s how:
e Homes are built in state-of-the-art facilities with labor-saving techniques not practical for
the average site builder.
e [he controlled environment improves the flow of materials and reduces the amount of lost
time that is common with site-built construction.
e Because of volume, Clayton purchases materials at a more favorable price than
most contractors.
These savings are significant and are passed on to you In the form of affordable
housing. By building efficiently, less waste leads to lower costs.
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